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Isfar Sarabski  

Born in Baku on 2 November 1989, Isfar Sarabski is an Azerbaijani pianist and composer, winner of the 

Solo Piano Competition at the 43rd Montreux Jazz Festival in 2009; Honoured Artist of Azerbaijan 

(2010), and recipient of the Zirva State Prize, awarded by the Azerbaijani Ministry of Culture and 

Tourism (2010). He is also the great-grandson of Huseyngulu Sarabski (1879–1945), celebrated 

Azerbaijani opera singer, actor, playwright, tar player and one of the first operatic performers in the 

Islamic world. 

Isfar is a graduate of the Baku Music Academy and is a recipient of a scholarship to study at the 

prestigious Berklee College of Music in the US. He has performed in the most prestigious concert halls, 

including the Royal Albert Hall (London), the Queen Elizabeth Hall (London), the Miles Davis Hall 

(Montreux), the Vibrato Jazz Club (Los Angeles), Ronnie Scott's Jazz Club (London), the Zinco Jazz Club 

(Mexico City), the Konzerthaus (Vienna), Asphalt Jazz Club (Berlin), Duc des Lombards Jazz Club (Paris), 

Porgy & Bess Jazz Club (Vienna), Bird’s Eye Jazz Club (Basel) and the Apollo Theatre (New York). 

Isfar has played in festivals across Switzerland, Norway, France, Russia, and Georgia, as well as 

the UNESCO headquarters in Paris in April 2012 for International Jazz Day, alongside Herbie Hancock and 

Friends, returning there in April 2015 for the International Jazz Day All-Star Global Concert 2015, where 

the roster again included Herbie Hancock, together with such international luminaries as Hugh 

Masekela, Wayne Shorter and Dee Dee Bridgewater. In 2012 and 2013 he participated in the Great 

Night in Harlem concerts at the legendary Apollo Theatre in New York alongside Quincy Jones, Bono and 

Dr John, organised by the Jazz Foundation of America.  

Isfar has also played with the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, the Oleg Lundstrem Orchestra and 

musicians including Igor Butman (tenor sax), Rudy Perez (vocals), Mino Cinelu (percussion), Terri Lyne 

Carrington (vocals/drums), Ben Williams (bass), Mark Guiliana (drums), Greg Swiller (bass), Alan 

Hampton (vocals/bass), Pat Senatore (bass), Erik Klass (drums), Christian Weber (bass), Samuel Rohrer 

(drums), Malcolm Creese (bass), and James Maddren (drums). 

In 2011, he formed the Isfar Sarabski Trio with Moscow-based musicians Alexander Mashin (drums) and 

Makar Novikov (bass). The trio has performed in many festivals and concert venues across North 

America and Europe. 

In 2015, Isfar was invited by oud player and composer Dhafer Youssef to perform together during his 

world tour. This successful collaboration is still ongoing and brings its fresh fruits. At the moment Yousef 

and Sarabski are working on further cross-cultural collaborations. 

His compositions include: Novruz, G-Man, Generation, Edge, Deja Vu, Melancholy Evening, Last Chance, 

Prélude, Agent, Revival, Eastern Market, Now I’m Here, In Transit to New York, Buta, Lullaby, Limping 

Stranger, Cobra Dance, and In Memory of Vagif Mustafazadeh, alongside his improvisations on 
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standards from the west and east and his incredible inspired variations on themes from Tchaikovsky’s 

Swan Lake. 


